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" Who  hath  believed  our  report  ? 

And  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  ? 

For  he  shall  grow  up  before  him  as  a tender  plant. 

And  as  a root  out  of  a dry  ground ; 

He  hath  no  form  nor  comeliness, 

And,  when  we  shall  see  him,  there  is  no  beauty  that  we 
should  desire  him. 

He  is  despised  and  rejected  of  men, 

A man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief ; 

And  we  hid,  as  it  were,  our  faces  from  him ; 

He  was  despised,  and  we  esteemed  him  not.” 

Is.liii.1-3. 

This  chapter,  which  has  been  selected  by  our  Church  as  one  of 
the  Lessons  for  Good  Friday,  may  be  justly  called  a psalm  of 
the  Messiah  — the  Messiah  of  the  Jews  first,  but  to  us  the 
Messiah  of  the  whole  earth.  Their  thoughts  for  many  genera- 
tions were  fixed  on  the  hope  of  a deliverer;  they  needed  a national 
deliverer:  but  all  men  need  a personal  deliverer.  They,  as  a 
nation,  were  enslaved  and  oppressed : but  all  men  are  held  in 
thraldom  more  or  less;  each  man  is  conscious  of  being  more  or 
less  enslaved  and  oppressed.  The  lower  powers  in  man  are 
always  striving  to  bring  the  higher  nature,  the  child  of  God, 
into  subjection : the  flesh  ever  lusteth  against  the  spirit.  As 
St.  Paul  once  exclaimed — 

“ I delight  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man : but  I see  another 
law  in  my  members,  warring  against  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bring- 
ing me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin  which  is  in  my  members.  O 
wretched  man  that  I am ! Who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of 
this  death  ?” 

Yes — we  all  feel  our  need,  as  he  did,  of  such  a deliverer.  A 
national  deliverer,  such  as  the  Jews  looked  for,  by  the  might  of 
this  world,  by  prudent  counsels,  by  force  of  arms,  may  free  his 
people  from  force  and  cruelty.  But  how  can  a personal  deliverer 
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bring  help  to  those  oppressed  with  the  burden  of  sin,  loaded  with 
the  chains  of  evil  habits  ? How  can  such  a Saviour  as  this 
make  common  cause  with  the  enslaved,  the  failing,  will,  and 
help  it  up  from  under  the  feet  of  sinful  passions,  which  are 
treading  it  down  P Only  by  sympathy,  only  by  long-suffering 
love,  can  he  do  this.  And  this  chapter,  in  a gush  of  inspired 
poetry,  with  deep,  prophetic  insight,  gives  a description  of  the 
true  Messiah,  the  true  servant  of  God,  the  true  deliverer  of  men, 
— a description  which  has  been  fulfilled  in  a measure  in  every 
one  who  has  been  such  in  any  age  under  any  circumstances,  and 
eminently  therefore  in  the  Son  of  Man  himself,  in  him  whom 
we  acknowledge  as  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Before,  however,  we  proceed  to  draw  from  this  passage  the 
special  lessons  which  it  contains  for  us  at  this  time,  let  me  first 
point  out  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  written,  and  to 
which,  no  doubt,  it  more  immediately  must  be  referred.  We 
have  been  so  long  accustomed  to  hear  the  language  of  this 
chapter  applied  directly  and  exclusively  to  the  sufferings  of 
Christ,  that  we  have  almost  lost  sight  altogether  of  its  real  ori- 
ginal meaning,  as  we  gather  it  from  the  context  in  which  it 
stands.  Such  words  as  those  in  the  text — 

“ He  is  despised  and  rejected  of  men, 

A man  of  sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief  ” — 

or  those  others  which  follow  shortly  after — 

“ He  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions. 

He  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities ; 

The  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him, 

And  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed.  . . . 

He  was  oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted, 

Yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth ; 

He  is  brought  as  a lamb  to  the  slaughter, 

And  as  a sheep  before  her  shearers  is  dumb. 

So  he  openeth  not  his  mouth  ” — 

are  so  very  applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  death  of  Jesus, 
that  it  is  no  wonder  that  by  pious  souls  in  all  ages  they  have 
been  regarded  as  distinct  predictions  of  that  event — more  espe- 
cially as  some  of  these  expressions  are  actually  applied  to' it  by 
some  of  the  New  Testament  writers.  And,  doubtless,  they  are 
predictions  of  that  event,  though  not  in  the  way  commonly  sup- 
posed. As  Christ  is  the  great  exemplar  of  all  the  Saviours  of 
mankind,  that  have  ever  suffered  in  any  age  on  behalf  of  their 
brethren,  “filling  up  that  which  was  left  behind  of  his  afflic- 
tions,”— as  he  too,  “ the  captain  of  our  salvation,”  was  “ made  per- 
fect by  sufferings,”  and,  “though  a son,  had  to  learn  obedience  by 
the  things  which  he  suffered,”  before  he  could  become  “ the  author 
of  eternal  salvation  to  them  that  obey  him,” — the  language  of 
this  chapter,  generally,  and  of  the  context  before  and  after,  of 
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which  it  only  forms  a part,  may  be  applied  preeminently  to  him, 
as  it  may  be  applied  also  in  our  measure  to  any  one  of  us  his 
brethren,  who  must  bo  willing  to  suffer  as  he  suffered,  that  wo 
may  rejoice  as  he  rejoiced, — to  share  his  cross,  that  we  may 
share  bis  crown.  But  yet  this  chapter,  and  the  whole  section 
to  which  it  belongs,  was  not  written  originally  with  any  direct 
reference  to  Christ,  or  to  any  individual  person  at  all,  as  you 
will  very  soon  perceive,  when  I make  a few  quotations  from  it. 
You  will  see  that  the  expressions  of  the  prophet  are,  as  I have 
said,  generally,  and  for  the  most  part,  applicable  to  the  case  of 
him,  whom  we  call  preeminently  the  “ Man  of  Sorrows,”  yet 
they  are  not  all  suitable  to  him,  nor  can  they  all  be  referred  to 
any  single  individual. 

I have  mentioned  already  that  the  last  twenty-seven  chapters 
of  the  book  of  Isaiah  are  not  the  work  of  the  older  prophet, 
who  lived  in  the  time  of  Hezekiah,  to  whom  the  greater  part — 
though  by  no  means  the  whole — of  the  rest  of  the  book  is  due. 
They  are  the  composition  of  a very  much  later  writer,  of  one 
who  lived  in  the  time  of  the  Babylonish  Captivity ; and,  either 
from  the  fact  of  this  later  prophet’s  name  being  also  Isaiah,  or 
perhaps  from  some  supposed  resemblance  in  the  style  to  the 
older  prophecies,  they  have  been  incorrectly  annexed  by  the  un- 
known Jewish  editors,  who  collected  the  present  Old  Testament 
Scriptures,  and  authorised  them  as  “ canonical,”  to  the  writings 
of  the  older  Isaiah.  I quoted  on  a former  occasion  some  ex- 
pressions from  these  chapters,  which  showed  plainly  that  they 
were  written  during  the  time  of  the  captivity : and,  as  it  is  of 
importance  to  the  understanding  of  the  true  meaning  of  the  text 
before  us,  that  you  should  have  this  point  thoroughly  settled  in 
your  minds,  I will  repeat  one  or  two  of  these  passages  again 
with  some  additions.  Thus  we  read — 

“ Awake,  awake ! stand  up,  O Jerusalem, 

"Which,  hast  drunk  at  Jehovah’s  hand  the  cup  of  his  fury; 

Thou  hast  drunken  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trembling. 

Thou  hast  wrung  them  out  . . . 

These  two  things  are  come  unto  thee, — 

Who  shall  be  sorry  for  thee  ? 

Desolation  and  destruction,  the  famine  and  the  sword, — 

By  whom  shall  I comfort  thee  ? 

Thy  sons  have  fainted. 

They  lie  at  the  head  of  all  the  streets,  as  a wild  bull  in  a net  ; 
They  are  full  of  the  fury  of  Jehovah, 

The  rebuke  of  thy  God.”  li.17-20. 

And  then  the  pi’ophet  cries : — 

“ O Lord,  why  hast  Thou  made  us  to  err  from  Thy  ways, 

And  hardened  our  heart  from  Thy  fear  ? 

Return  for  Thy  servant’s  sake, 
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The  tribes  of  Thine  inheritance. 

The  people  of  Thy  holiness  have  possessed  it  but  a little  while ; 

Our  adversaries  have  trodden  down  Thy  Sanctuary.”  lxviii.17,18. 

“ Be  not  wroth  very  sore,  O Lord, 

Neither  remember  iniquity  for  ever; 

Behold,  see,  we  beseech  Thee, 

We  are  all  Thy  people. 

Thy  holy  cities  are  a wilderness ; 

Zion  is  a wilderness,  Jerusalem  a desolation. 

Our  holy  and  our  beautiful  House, 

Where  our  fathers  praised  Thee, 

Is  burned  up  with  fire. 

And  all  our  pleasant  things  are  laid  waste.”  lsiv.9-11. 

These  passages  sufficiently  indicate  the  state  of  things  when 
the  prophet  was  writing:  Zion  was  a wilderness,  Jerusalem  a 
desolation,  their  beautiful  Temple  lay  a heap  of  blackened  ruins. 
It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  he  was  writing  during  the  Babylonish 
Captivity,  and  towards  the  end  of  it,  for  he  speaks  in  several  pas- 
sages of  Babylon  itself  as  about  to  be  immediately  visited  with 
severe  retribution,  for  its  unmerciful  treatment  of  the  captives  of 
Judah. 

“ Come  down,  and  sit  in  the  dust, 

O virgin-daughter  of  Babylon,  sit  on  the  ground ; 

There  is  no  throne,  O daughter  of  the  Chaldeans ; 

For  thou  shalt  no  more  be  called  tender  and  delicate. 

Sit  thou  silent,  and  get  thee  into  darkness, 

0 daughter  of  the  Chaldeans ; 

For  thou  shalt  no  more  be  called. 

The  Lady  of  Kingdoms. 

1 was  wroth  with  my  people, 

I polluted  mine  inheritance, 

And  gave  them  into  thine  hand ; 

Thou  didst  shew  them  no  mercy ; 

Upon  the  ancient  hast  thou  very  heavily  laid  thy  yoke, 
Therefore  shall  evil  come  upon  thee,”  &c.  xlvii.1-11. 

Then  he  points  to  Cyrus,  the  Persian  king,  as  the  “ Shepherd 
of  Jehovah,”  xliv.28,  nay,  the  “Anointed  of  Jehovah,”  xlv.l, 
in  other  words,  the  Messiah,  the  Christ,  of  that  age,  who  should 
be  raised  up  to  be  the  Conqueror  of  Babylon  and  the  restorer  of 
Israel. 

“ Thus  saith  Jehovah  to  His  Anointed,  to  Cyrus, 

Whose  right  hand  I have  holden. 

To  subdue  nations  before  him,  . . . 

I have  even  called  thee  by  name, 

I have  surnamed  thee,  though  thou  hast  not  known  me.”  xlv.l -4. 
While  such  words  were  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  the 
older  Isaiah,  who  lived  nearly  two  hundred  years  before  the  time 
of  Cyrus,  it  was  of  course  regarded  as  a miraculous  prediction 
that  even  his  name  should  have  been  announced  so  long  before 
ho  was  born.  Now,  however,  we  see  plainly  under  what  cir- 
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cumstances  the  passage  was  written, — when  Cyrus  was  not  only 
in  existence,  but  was  probably  in  full  march  against  Babylon, 
after  a series  of  splendid  conquests,  which  marked  him  out  in 
the  eyes  of  all  observers — more  especially  in  those  of  the  long- 
ing captives  of  Israel — as  the  Saviour,  on  whom  under  God  all 
their  hopes  of  deliverance  from  the  yoke  of  the  Chaldeans — his 
enemies  as  well  as  theirs — was  centred. 

Then  in  many  striking  passages  the  prophet  announces  that 
deliverance  is  nigh  at  hand.  He  begins  in  fact  with  these 
words : — 

“ Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people, 

Saith  your  God. 

Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and  cry  unto  her, 

That  her  warfare  is  accomplished,  that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned. 
For  she  hath  received  from  Jehovah’s  hand  double  for  all  her 
sins.”  xl.1,2. 

And  again  and  again  he  returns  to  this  cheering  strain : — 

“ Break  forth  into  joy,  sing  together. 

Ye  waste  places  of  Jerusalem  ; 

For  Jehovah  hath  comforted  His  people. 

He  hath  redeemed  Jerusalem.”  lii.  1,2.9. 

And  so  we  come  to  the  words  immediately  before  the  text,  which 
are  as  follows : — 

“ Behold  ! my  servant  shall  deal  prudently ; 

He  shall  be  exalted  and  extolled,  and  be  very  high ; 

As  many  are  astonied  at  thee. 

His  visage  was  so  marred  more  than  any  man. 

And  his  form  more  than  the  sons  of  men, — 

So  shall  he  sprinkle  many  nations ; 

The  kings  shall  shut  their  mouths  at  him ; 

For  that  which  had  not  been  told  them  shall  they  see. 

And  that  which  they  had  not  heard  shall  they  consider.”  lii.13,15. 

The  question  now  is,  Who  is  this  “servant  of  Jehovah,”  whose 
face  had  been  “ marred  more  than  any  man,”  so  that  many 
were  astonished  at  his  misery,  yet  who  should  be  “exalted  and 
extolled,”  should  “ sprinkle  ” — that  is,  cleanse  and  purify — “ many 
nations,”  and  be  the  object  of  reverence  to  “kings,”  who  should 
“ shut  their  mouths  ” in  respectful  silence  before  him  ? Such 
expressions  as  these  may,  no  doubt,  be  applied — in  some  res- 
pects, forcibly — in  others,  not  inappropriately — to  Christ,  to  his 
suffering  and  exaltation.  But  there  are  others,  which  cannot 
be  so  applied.  How,  for  instance,  can  such  language  as  this  be 
used  of  Christ? — 

“ Who  is  blind,  but  my  servant  ? 

Or  deaf,  as  my  messenger,  that  I sent  ? 

Who  is  blind,  as  he  that  is  perfect, 

And  blind  as  Jehovah’s  servant  ? 

Seeing  many  things,  but  thou  observes!  not ; 

Opening  the  ears,  but  he  heareth  not.” 
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Iu  short,  it  will  be  seen  by  a comparison  of  the  other  passages 
in  which  the  “ servant  of  Jehovah  ” is  spoken  of,  that  the  pro- 
phet is  not  speaking  of  Christ,  but  of  God’s  “ servant  Jacob,” 
His  “ chosen  people  ” Israel. 

Thou,  Israel,  art  my  servant, 

Jacob,  whom  I have  chosen. 

The  seed  of  Abraham  my  friend  ; 

Thou  whom  I have  taken  from  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

And  called  thee  from  the  chief  men  thereof, 

And  said  unto  thee,  Thou  art  my  servant,  xli.8,9. 

Yet  now  hear,  O Jacob  my  servant. 

And  Israel  whom  I have  chosen ; 

Thus  saith  Jehovah,  that  made  thee, 

And  formed  thee  from  the  womb,  that  will  help  thee, 

Fear  not,  O Jacob  my  servant. 

And  thou,  Jesurun,  whom  I have  chosen,  xliv.l. 

Remember  then,  O Jacob  and  Israel, 

For  thou  art  my  servant ; 

I have  formed  thee. 

Thou  art  my  servant,  xliv.21. 

It  is  very  plain,  then,  that  the  “ servant  of  Jehovah  ” of  whom 
the  prophet  is  speaking  throughout  these  passages,  is  Jacob  or 
Israel.  To  him  Jehovah’s  name  had  been  especially  revealed, 
that  he  might  be  the  minister  of  truth  and  righteousness,  the 
messenger  of  God’s  grace,  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.  But 
Israel  had  been  unfaithful  to  his  high  calling,  and  must  be  chas- 
tened, and  brought  low  for  his  transgressions : — 

" Therefore  He  hath  poured  upon  him  the  fury  of  His  anger, 

And  the  strength  of  battle ; 

And  it  hath  set  him  on  fire  round  about. 

Yet  he  knew  not; 

And  it  burned  him, 

Yet  he  laid  it  not  to  heart.”  xlfi.24,25. 

Thus  it  was  that  “ his  visage  was  so  marred,  more  than  any 
man,  and  his  form  more  than  the  sons  of  men.”  And  yet  was 
he  “ Jehovah’s  servant  ” still — “ called  ” of  God  to  a high  and 
glorious  destiny,  “chosen”  and  “beloved.”  Though  many  were 
now  “ astonied  at  him,”  yet  shall  “ he  be  exalted  and  extolled, 
and  be  very  high  ” — he  shall  yet  “ sprinkle  many  nations  ” — he 
shall  bring  them  to  the  knowledge  of  God’s  truth,  and  cleanse 
them,  as  with  the  washing  of  water,  by  the  word : — 

" Behold  my  servant,  whom  I uphold, 

Mine  elect,  in  whom  my  soul  delighteth, 

I have  put  my  spirit  upon  him. 

He  shall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles  . . . 

I,  Jehovah,  have  called  thee  in  righteousness, 

And  will  hold  thine  hand  and  will  keep  thee. 

And  give  thee  for  a covenant  of  the  people, 

For  a light  to  the  Gentiles, 
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To  open  the  blind  eyes. 

To  bring  out  the  prisoners  from  the  prison, 

And  them  that  sit  in  darkness  out  of  the  prison  house.” 

xlii.1-4,6,7,  comp.xlix.8. 

In  this  way  the  prophet  goes  on,  mixing  up  descriptions  of  the 
present  wretched  condition  of  Israel  with  promises  of  a glorious 
restoration,  surpassing  all  belief.  And  so  he  comes  to  the  words 
of  the  text : — 

" Who  hath  believed  our  report  ? 

And  to  whom  hath  Jehovah’s  Arm  been  revealed  ? ” 

Who  would  believe  that  such  a wondrous  change  could  pass  over 
the  afflicted,  down-trodden,  “servant  of  Jehovah,” — who  was 
now,  to  look  upon,  but  as  a “ tender  plant,”  a weakly  shoot  out 
of  a dry  soil,  “having  no  form  nor  comeliness,” — “no  beauty” 
that  any  should  desire  him — who  was  “despised  and  rejected  of 
all  men,  a man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief”  ? And 
why  did  Israel  thus  suffer?  The  prophet  explains — 

“ Surely,  he  hath  borne  our  griefs. 

And  carried  our  sorrows. 

Yet  we  did  esteem  him  stricken. 

Smitten  of  God  and  afflicted.” 

It  seemed  as  if  Israel  had  been  utterly  cast  off  and  abandoned — 
as  if  the  grievous  woes,  under  which  “Jehovah’s  servant”  had 
been  brought  low,  were  signs  that  he  was  rejected  and  abhorred, 
of  God  as  well  as  man,  as  one  stricken  with  some  disfiguring 
leprosy  or  deadly  plague. 

“ But  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions, 

He  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities  ; 

The  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him. 

And  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed. 

All  we,  like  sheep,  went  astray ; 

We  turned  everyone  to  his  own  way  ; 

And  Jehovah  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.” 

But  no ! “ God  hath  not  cast  away  altogether  His  people  whom 
He  foreknew  ” — whom  He  had  “ formed  for  Himself,”  and  de- 
signed for  a glorious  office,  a grand  work  in  the  world — to  be 
the  messengers  of  grace  and  truth,  the  leaders  in  the  religious 
life  to  their  fellowmen. 

“ Why  sayest  thou,  O Jacob, 

And  speakest  thou,  O Israel, 

My  way  is  hid  from  Jehovah, 

And  my  judgment  is  passed  over  from  my  God.  xl.27. 

Fear  not,  thou  worm,  Jacob, 

And  ye  men  of  Israel ; 

I will  help  thee,  saith  Jehovah, 

And  thy  Redeemer,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  xli.14. 

I have  blotted  out  as  a thick  cloud  thy  transgressions, 

And  as  a cloud  thy  sins,  xliv.22. 
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In  a little  wrath  I hid  my  face  from  thee  for  a moment ; 

But  with  everlasting  kindness  will  I have  mercy  on  thee, 

Saith  Jehovah,  thy  Redeemer.”  liv.8. 

Israel — the  “Anointed  One,”  the  “called,”  the  “chosen,” — 
was  not  plague-stricken,  was  not  abhorred  of  God,  however  “ des- 
pised and  rejected  of  men.”  The  “ servant  of  Jehovah  ” was 
smitten  for  the  sins  of  the  people — was  “ wounded  for  their 
transgressions,” — was  “ bruised  for  their  iniquities.”  And  he 
bowed  his  head  meekly  and  uncomplainingly  to  receive  the  stroke 
of  Divine  chastisement: — 

“ He  was  oppressed  and  he  was  afflicted ; 

Yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth. 

He  is  brought  as  a lamb  to  the  slaughter. 

And  as  a sheep  before  her  shearers  is  dumb. 

So  he  opened  not  his  mouth.” 

It  would  take  me  too  long  on  the  present  occasion  to  go 
through  the  remaining  verses  of  this  chapter,  and  explain  the 
allusions  which  they  contain  to  the  suffering  state  of  Israel  and 
to  his  future  restoration, — more  especially  as  the  meaning  of 
some  of  the  Hebrew  expressions  in  these  verses  is  very  much 
disputed  by  commentators.  Thus,  v.  9,  where  we  read  in  the 
English  version — - 

“ And  he  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked. 

And  with  the  rich  in  his  death” — 

appears  in  the  Greek  translation  of  the  Septuagint,  made  nearly 
three  centuries  before  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  therefore  cer- 
tainly not  falsified,  so  as  to  oppose  Christian  notions — 

“ And  I will  give  the  wicked  for  his  burial. 

And  the  rich  for  his  death.” 

But,  if  anyone  will  read  carefully  ^and  consecutively  these  last 
twenty-seven  chapters  of  the  book  of  Isaiah,  he  will  see  at  once 
for  himself  the  truth  of  the  fact  I have  stated, — namely,  that 
throughout  the  whole  section  the  “ servant  of  Jehovah,” 
whose  present  degradation  and  future  exaltation  are  described 
by  the  prophet,  is  Israel  itself,  God’s  chosen  people,  for  the 
present  apparently  “cast  away,”  “blinded,”  “broken  off,” 
because  of  “ unbelief,”  yet  still  “ beloved  for  the  fathers’  sake  ” 
— for  “ the  gifts  and  calling  of  God  are  without  repeutance.” 

In  later  days,  however,  as  I have  said,  this  prophetical  des- 
cription, which  so  strikingly  personifies  the  “ servant  of  Jeho- 
vah,” came  to  be  applied  almost  exclusively  to  the  Messiah, 
whom  the  Jews  expected — to  “ the  sufferings  of  Christ  and  the 
glory  that  should  follow.”  And,  doubtless,  to  a great  extent — 
though,  as  we  have  seen,  not  in  every  particular, — it  is  applicable 
to  the  case  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  in  their  measure  to  all  the 
“ servants  of  Jehovah”  in  every  age,  who  have  trod  in  the  steps 
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of  Jesus,  have  been  under  God  the  helpers  and  saviours  of  their 
brethren,  have  “ borne  their  griefs  and  carried  their  sorrows,” 
have  sympathised  with  the  miseries,  and  shared  the  burden,  of 
the  ignorance  and  sin  of  their  age.  Let  us  briefly  consider  the 
chief  points  which  this  chapter  suggests  for  our  consideration, 
in  reference  to  their  subject. 

(i.j  It  sets  before  us  the  chief  characteristics  to  the  eye  of 
sense  in  the  life  of  Christ — namely,  humiliation  and  suffering. 

The  trappings  of  this  world’s  state  express  separation  from 
the  poor,  the  fallen,  the  weak.  They  hold  out  the  owner  to  the 
admiration  of  their  fellowmen.  They  do  not  promise  his  sym- 
pathy with  them, — still  less  that  he  should  devote  himself  to 
toil  and  suffering  for  their  sakes.  The  “servant  of  Jehovah” — 
the  Messenger — the  Mediator — is  here  described  as  despised 
and  rejected,  without  outward  beauty,  form,  or  comeliness.  He 
took  on  him  the  form  of  a servant:  he  came  not  to  be  minis- 
tered unto,  but  to  minister — to  endure  not  humiliation  only,  but 
suffering — to  be  “a  man  of  sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief.” 

There  are  some  who  seem  to  think  that  wealth,  if  it  were  but 
inexhaustible,  would  suffice  to  dissipate  all  human  evils.  Such 
as  these  cry  aloud,  Woe  to  the  rich  ! and  lay  all  the  sufferings 
and  miseries  of  mankind  at  the  door  of  those  who  engross  to 
their  own  use  too  large  a portion  of  this  world’s  goods.  But 
“ man  doth  not  live  by  bread  alone.”  The  Saviour  must  do  more 
than  multiply  the  loaves  and  fishes;  else  even  those  who  ha%Te 
been  fed  by  his  bounty  will  not  be  long  among  his  disciples. 
The  Saviour’s  heart  must  be  wrung : he  must  have  tears  for 
those  who  know  not  the  things  which  belong  to  their  peace;  his 
spirit  must  yearn  over  the  wanderers,  over  the  lost.  The  only 
unanswerable  proof  of  love  is  suffering.  This  will  convince  and 
melt  the  most  obdurate — melt  in  order  to  recast,  to  renew. 
Who  is  there  so  hardened,  as  not  to  feel  bound  in  soul  to  one 
who  has  suffered  for  him  ? But  in  all  times  the  crown  of  the 
deliverer  has  been  a crown  of  thorns.  Of  the  mass  of  mankind  it 
has  always  been  too  true,  that  “ all  like  sheep  have  gone  astray,” 
following  blindly  evil  customs,  fleshly  appetites,  and  falling 
short  of  their  high  destiny,  of  their  true  rest,  as  children  of  the 
Most  High.  Therefore  the  lot  of  those,  who  were  not  only 
seeking  after  God  for  themselves,  but  striving  to  lead  others 
back  to  Him,  has  ever  been  more  or  less  painful.  They  have 
always  had  to  oppose  and  thwart  their  fellows,  and  consequently 
to  be  opposed  and  thwarted  by  them — by  those  who  care  not  to 
touch  with  their  own  finger  the  burden  of  the  sin  and  ignorance 
of  their  brethren,  the  cause  of  their  misery,  which  they,  as 
Christ’s  followers,  are  striving  to  bear.  They  mnst  often  stand 
alone — be  suspected,  censured,  reviled — in  some  aees  of  the 
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world,  be  persecuted,  like  their  Master,  even  unto  death.  The 
sons  of  God  in  every  age  have  had  a taste  at  least  of  that  cup 
which  Jesus  drained  in  the  garden  and  on  the  cross.  We  cannot 
truly  understand  the  death,  which  we  commemorate  on  Good 
Friday,  if  we  forget  the  noble  army  of  martyrs  and  confessors, 
who  have  followed  in  the  train  of  him  who  was  “in  all  things 
made  like  unto  his  brethren.” 

(ii.)  But,  secondly,  this  was  the  Will  of  God  concerning  him. 
“ He  grows  up  before  him  ” — he  is  in  Jehovah’s  eyes,  with  Je- 
hovah’s cognizance,  permission,  consent — “ as  a tender  plant,  as 
a root  out  of  a dry  ground.”  Or,  as  afterwards  it  is  more  dis- 
tinctly stated — 

“Jehovah  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all” — 

“ It  pleased  Jehovah  to  bruise  him  : He  hath  put  him  to  grief.” 

This  is. a deep,  mysterious,  subject.  Are  the  sufferings  of  a son 
acceptable  to  a father?  Yet  it  was  the  Father’s  Will  that 
Jesus  should  drink  this  bitter  cup — that  he  should  be  “ made 
perfect  through  suffering” — that  he  should  “learn  obedience  by 
the  things  which  he  suffered,” — and  that  all  His  saints — His 
chosen  messengers — His  “ servants  ” — in  every  age,  should  be 
baptised  in  suffering, — that  the  most  godlike  among  men  should 
feel  most  “ the  burden  and  the  misery  of  all  this  heavy  and 
this  weary  world.” 

We  cannot  think  of  God  as  suffering.  Suffering  is  passion — 
it  seems  to  imply  some  action  in  another,  some  alien  power  in- 
flicting, which  we  cannot  connect  with  the  idea  of  the  Supreme, 
the  self-existent,  absolute  Being,  from  whom  all  proceeds.  Yet 
our  whole  souls  refuse  to  recognise  that  mere  Power  is  Supreme: 
we  place  Love  on  the  throne  of  the  Universe.  Do  we  not  feel 
that  Love — Love,  long-enduring,  suffering,  dying,  yet  still  un- 
changed through  every  pang — is  more  adorable  than  any  Ma- 
jesty or  Might,  than  any  irresistable,  inexorable  Omnipotence  ? 
Does  not  the  notion  of  the  latter  naked  attribute — mere  Power 
— being  the  centre  of  the  Universe  make  that  centre  appear  to 
us  a fearful  dark  spot,  instead  of  alight  and  life-giving  one? 
There  are  thoughts  and  questionings  such  as  these,  which  flit, 
as  it  were,  before  our  mind’s  eyes  at  times,  like  specks  and 
shadows,  when  we  look  straight  up  into  the  heaven  of  heavens. 
We  cannot  understand  our  God,  the  God  of  Love,  the  Father  of 
Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  Father.  But  we  accept  with  our 
whole  hearts  that  revelation  which  He  has  given  us  of  Himself 
— not  in  the  Bible  only,  but  in  our  own  hearts  also,  when  we 
feel  the  burden  of  the  sins  of  those  we  love — as  being  grieved 
and  wearied  with  the  sins  of  His  people,  as  crucified  in  Hia 
Son,  as  suffering  with  His  Saints. 
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In  some  mysterious  way  the  sufferings  of  the  good  in  all  ages 
are  the  offering — well-pleasing,  acceptable  unto  God — for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  human  family.  The  sacrifice  of  Christ  is  the 
great  type  and  exemplar  of  that  which  in  our  measure  each  one 
of  us  must  offer,  if  we  would  be  his  true  followers,  who  “died 
upon  the  cross,  that  all  mankind  should  follow  the  example  of 
his  great  humility  ” — if  we  would  “follow  the  example  of  his 
patience,”  that  we  may  “be  made  partakers  of  his  resurrection.” 
Nay,  more,  in  each  individual  man  tho  Divine  is  suffering  even 
now  : “ the  Spirit  itself  makcth  intercession  for  us,  with  groan- 
ings  which  cannot  be  uttered:”  the  Living  Word,  that  dwells 
within  us,  is  even  now  too  often  grieved  with  our  unfaithfulness, 
and  “ crucified  afresh  ” by  our  sins.  And  the  “ sons  of  God  ” 
in  every  age  are  called  to  “ run  with  patience  the  race  which  is 
set  before  them,  looking  unto  Jesus” — “considering  him  who 
endured  such  contradiction  of  sinners  against  himself,  lest  they 
be  wearied  and  faint  in  their  minds.”  This  truth,  that  Christ 
suffered  on  behalf  of  bis  brethren,  has  been  corrupted  by  many 
into  the  notion  of  his  having  offered  what  is  called  a vicarious 
sacrifice,  having  suffered  instead  of  them,  as  if  God  required 
that  some  one  should  be  punished  in  order  that  His  children 
might  be  forgiven;  while  the  kindred  truth,  that  we  must  all 
suffer — we  the  members  of  the  body  of  Christ,  as  well  as  our 
head — on  behalf  of  others,  has  been  perverted  in  the  Church  of 
Rome  into  the  practice  of  selling  and  buying  the  merits  of  the 
saints — as  if  any  human  being  can  have  merits  in  such  a sense ! 
Yet  “ are  we  all  of  one — both  he  that  sanctifieth,  and  they  that 
are  sanctified  ” — both  Christ,  and  those  whom  he  calls  his 
“ brethren,”  the  whole  family  of  man — we  have  all  one  Father 
— we  are  all  one  Family  of  God.  Do  Thou,  0 Father,  renew 
us  daily  after  Thy  Will  ! Let  the  Mind  that  was  in  Christ  be 
formed  in  us ! Let  the  reflection  of  that  Divine  Exemplar — 
Thine  image,  which  abides  in  us, — forbid  our  being  ever  cast 
out  of  Thy  sight ! 

(iii.)  But  this  chapter  sets  before  us  also  the  future  glory  of 
Christ,  as  “ Jehovah’s  servant,”  in  the  salvation  of  others : — 

“ When  Thou  shalt  make  his  soul ; or,  rather. 

When  his  soul  shall  make  an  offering  for  sin, 

He  shall  see  his  seed,  he  shall  prolong  his  days. 

And  the  pleasure  of  Jehovah  shall  prosper  in  his  hands. 

He  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  shall  he  satisfied; 

By  his  knowledge  shall  my  righteous  servant  justify  many ; 

For  he  shall  bear  their  iniquities.” 

It  is  written  that  our  Lord  once  said,  “I,  when  I am  lifted 
up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me.”  In  the  midst  of  rejection, 
reviling,  persecution, — of  the  dulness  of  the  masses  of  men,  of 
the  bitter  hatred  of  their  leaders, — Jesus  felt  that  his  death 
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would  only  be  the  casting  into  the  ground  of  the  precious  seed 
of  his  Divine  doctrine,  that  it  would  live  in  innumerable 
hearts,  that  the  sheep  would  know  the  voice  of  the  true  Shep- 
herd, the  children’s  hearts  would  answer  to  the  call  of  their 
Father.  O yes!  “the  gifts  and  callings  of  God  are  without 
repentance !”  The  work  of  God  may  be  slow,  but  it  will  be 
sure.  We  wish  to  “make  haste”  in  remedying  the  evils  of  the 
world,  in  enlightening  its  ignorance,  in  casting  out  its  sin.  But 
this  is  not  the  process  which  the  Wisdom  of  our  Father — ay, 
and  His  Love — sees  best  to  take.  That  very  ignorance  and  sin, 
which  He  suffers  to  exist,  are  meant  to  be  the  means  of  exer- 
cising and  purifying  our  souls — of  strengthening  within  us  Di- 
vine affections — of  making  us  more  truly  conformed  to  our 
Father’s  image.  And  to  the  same  Love  and  Wisdom  we  must 
commend,  while  we  work  for  them,  the  cause  of  our  fellowmen, 
however  steeped  they  may  be  in  sin  and  misery.  True  Love, 
as  St.  Paul  tells  us,  “ believeth,”  “ liopeth,”  all  things : it  is 
only  the  weakness  of  our  love  which  makes  us  so  ready  to  des- 
pair— to  despair  of  any.  How  great  is  the  patience  and  long- 
suffering  of  God!  Let  each  of  us  answer  for  himself.  How 
many  years  long  has  the  Great  Husbandman  been  looking  for 
fruit  on  some  trees  in  His  "Vineyard, — has  been  looking  in  vain, 
and  yet  has  not  cut  them  down ! He  bears  with  us, — He  bears 
with  the  world, — and  the  very  fact  that  He  so  bears  with  us,  is 
a proof  that  He  has  not  cast  away  His  children — that  while 
there  is  still  a seed  of  life  remaining  in  any  one  of  them — a 
precious  remnant  left,  which  still  clings  to  righteousness, — 
“ seven  thousand,”  seven  hundred,  seventy,  or  seven,  or  even 
one  single  thought  or  movement  of  the  heart,  which  “ has  not 
bowed  the  knee  to  Baal” — and  where  is  the  man  in  possession 
of  his  reasoning  faculties,  of  whom  this  is  not  true? — while 
there  is  yet  one  spark  of  spiritual  life,  manifesting  itself  in  the 
heart  and  actions  of  that  child,  though  it  be  the  poor  harlot  in 
the  street  or  the  felon  in  his  cell,  there  is  a sign  that  the  Father 
of  spirits  has  not  yet  forsaken  the  creature  He  has  made  and 
designed  for  Himself, — that  He  has  left  some  work  for  His 
chosen  ones — His  called — His  anointed — to  do  for  him  in  the 
world — that  they  may  “ see  of  the  travail  of  their  souls  and 
be  satisfied” — that  “Jehovah’s  servants,”  though  “bruised,” 
and  “ put  to  grief,”  and  made,  in  the  daily  suffering  of  their 
lives,  “an  offering  for  sin,”  may  yet  “see”  a spiritual  “seed,”  may 
“ prolong  their  days,”  being  dead  yet  speaking  in  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  those  who  follow  them,  and  “the  pleasure  of  Jehovah 
shall  prosper  in  their  hands.” 
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